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Service and Retail Workers’ Day of Action 


On May 17th a dozen or so Wobblies from around 
the Twin Cities converged in downtown Minneapolis 
and spent the day visiting service and retail sector 
workers in their workplaces. We talked to workers 
about unionizing and distributed information about 
organizing in food and drink related industries. 

Our actions were only one part in the IWW's broader 
Starbucks Day of Action. On die same day, Wobblies in 
nineteen other cities and three other countries 
participated in similar actions. Our goal was to educate 
workers about the wage and working condition gains 
won recently by IWW organized Starbucks workers in 
New York and to provide a starting point for similar 
campaigns in our respective regions. 

Though service and retail sector workers make up 
over a third of the U.S. economy, workers in this sector 
enjoy virtually no union representation. According to 
the U.S. Department of Labor, only 1.5% of workers in 
the food and beverage service industry are unionized. 
Unions have traditionally avoided these workplaces 
because of the high turnover and small workforces. 

But as the global capitalist economy continues its 
trend towards consolidation and monopolization, unions 
can no longer afford to turn a blind eye to food sector 
workers. Starbucks now employs over 40,000 workers 
worldwide, while McDonalds, according to its own 
statistics, employs over 1.6 million. These workers are 
universally underpaid and come from the most readily 
exploitable sectors of society, which in the United 
States means they are often immigrants lacking legal 
documentation. 

To ignore the poverty of these workers is to ignore 
the exploitation inherent to the capitalist economy. The 
IWW supports workers of all industries and stands 
ready to organize wherever workers are in need. With 
the Starbucks Day of Action, we took one small step 
toward a more just world. 

-Fellow Worker Mike Wilklow 



Photo of a funeral procession during the 1916 Iron Range Strike 


Immigrant Workers and the Class War 

In 1916, on Minnesota's Iron Range, while the Industrial 
Workers of the World sang vigorously of the coming class 
war, the world's rulers were preparing for another kind of 
conflict. The question of whether America should become 
involved in a European war was one of the major issues of 
the 1916 presidential campaign. The I.W.W., which believed 
strongly that the class war at home should take priority over a 
military conflict in Europe, provided a powerful impetus to 
the largely immigrant mine workers on the Range and the 
strike that occurred. Wobbly leader Bill Haywood called it "a 
great event in the history of the I.W.W." 

Ninety years later, the Wobblies are once again fighting to 
defend the rights of immigrants. This year masses of 
immigrant workers took to the streets of many U.S. cities in 
support of a May 1 boycott of work places and stores to 
oppose reactionary legislation designed to criminalize 
immigrants and to demand basic economic and social rights. 

These massive demonstrations— referred to as "a day 
without immigrants"—took place amidst the warnings by 
President Bush and other politicians against the boycott. The 
I.W.W. and other progressive organizations raised their voices 
against the threat of police state attacks on undocumented 
workers. The boycott was viewed by the 
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TC IWW Answers the Call 

On May 1, International Labor Day, the members of the 
Twin Cities GMB assembled on a street comer in one of 
Minneapolis' Latino communities for an energetic rally in 
solidarity with immigrant workers who called for a national 
day of action. These actions included a call for workers to 
refrain from working, buying goods, and going to school in 
the face of proposed legislation that would criminalize 
solidarity efforts of immigrant workers and their supporters. 
Before a massive rally in Minneapolis' Powderhom Park, 
Twin Cities Wobblies gathered and chanted in support of “la 
huelga general” behind One Big Union pennants and our 
large red banner. 

The commotion brought out a large number of 
community residents, and as our numbers increased, the call 
was raised to take our action to the streets, which the group 
did, stopping traffic on our way to the large rally in the park. 
After several blocks, and several police cars serving as our 
unwilling escorts, we arrived at our destination together as a 
solid mass of workers - immigrant and native alike. 

Similarly, on Sunday, May 7th, the branch was in full 
force for the annual Heart of the Beast Theater May Day 
Parade. Marching with a sizeable contingent of Fellow 
Workers, complete with a Wobbly drum line, we had blocks 
of people boppin’ to our cadences and chants to dump the 
bosses. 

Whenever our branch agitates, we receive support from 
the community and from our fellow workers who are 
looking to solve problems in their shops and for solidarity 
against the employing class fighting against their interests. 
While the May Day holiday is an annual celebration in 
Minneapolis, this was the first in some years that the 
occasion was marked by the visible and vocal participation 
of the One Big Union. The call for change continues, and is 
answered in the Twin Cities. 

-Fellow Worker Stephen Holm 

Midwest Wobfest! 

It's time to line up for the Midwest Wobfest, which the 
Twin Cities GMB will host between July 14 -16, 2006. 
IWWs from around the country will gather in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul for a weekend of music, history, and discussion 
around how we build community and solidarity in our union 
and world. 

Festival highlights include: a bonfire of discontent, a 
labor history tour, a keynote speech by FW Staughton Lynd, 
and a grand revue with several musical acts and Wobbly 
artwork. Questions on the weekend's events can be directed 
at the branch. Line up Fellow Workers! 
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‘We Ve Been Robbed Long Enough!" 

...Immigrant Workers and the Class War, from front 

wealthy as a disruption of American capitalism. 
America's ruling class has attempted to whip up anti- 
immigrant hysteria as a means of dividing the working 
class by directing workers' anger away from declining 
living standards and toward immigrant workers. 

As they did in the Iron Range strike of 1916, the 
I.W.W. continues to defend the rights of immigrant 
workers and believe strongly that "an injury to one is an 
injury to all." 

-Fellow Worker Donald Winters 



Upcoming Events... 

July 14-16 ,h - Midwest Wobfest! Visit 

www.iww.org/twincities for festival details 

July 18 th - Organizing Committee Meeting; 6:30 PM, 
Wolves Den Cafe. 1201 E. Franklin Ave. 

July 20 th - 1934 Truckers Strike Event, 8:00 PM, 
Arise Bookstore, 2441 Lyndale Ave. S. 

July 25 th - IWW Radical Film Night, 7:00 PM, U of 
MN 

August 1 st - General Membership Branch Meeting; 7 
PM, Jack Pine Collective. 2815 East Lake Street. All 
workers and students, employed or otherwise, are 
welcome to participate in the monthly meeting. 

Every Wednesday - Wob Night, 7:00 PM, Dulono’s 
Pizza 

Every Sunday - Workers Futbol League, call branch 
for time and location 


Towards One Big Union of All Working People! 
Towards a World Without Bosses or Borders! 









